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1. Core Value: We actively reach out to the greater community, especially the 
nearby neighborhoods, as willing ambassadors for Christ, pursuing opportunities 
to help meet physical, psychological, social, educational, economic, and spiritual 
needs. 

Community Outreach Chair:  Rochelle Harley 

2. Date Submitted: October 19, 2018 
3. Summary Statement of progress toward implementing 2018 objectives: 

The Atonement Community Health Awareness Day held at JC Nalle ES (219 50th 
Street, SE) on Saturday, October 13, 2018 between 9am – 2pm was an absolute 
success in fostering community engagement between Atonement and our Ward 
7 neighbors.  We anticipated 250 participants and preliminary stats indicate that 
approximately 175 persons attended our event. Atonement participation was 
tremendous! I can confidently state that every organization was well 
represented in the overall effort for this event such as in food preparation, 
registration, logistics, stuffing of event bags and literature, transportation, event 
day support, and clean-up. An extreme sense of fellowship was refreshing to 
witness amongst parishioners and was evident by the number of volunteers 
willing to do whatever was necessary to get the job done.  

Lamont Geddis, his NCCF staff, and volunteers were exceptional to work with. 
They managed the registration; monitored the participants and their parents; 
supported the preliminary set-up and event day support.  

As mentioned in the September report, this event was not a required fundraiser 
but afforded Atonement a fundraising opportunity. The Atonement Sponsorship 
levels were “Hallelujah” for $200, “Touching the Hem of His Garment” for $100 
and “Lead Me” for $50. Please To highlight the revamped website, the 
Atonement t-shirt also was updated to include the 10am Sunday service time, 
website address, and most importantly, the active organization of Atonement.  

The November report will indicate event details and the amounts raised via 
Atonement Sponsorship. This allows for a more accurate close-out of expenses.  

A fabulous Atonement Community Health Awareness Day page has been 
developed for our website by the Technology Committee. It truly captures the 
fellowship and Christian spirit that represents Atonement.  
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The Community Outreach Committee collaboration with the Creative Arts 
Preventive Network Association (CACPN), the Atonement Parish, the Dept. of 
Behavioral Health (DBH) and the National Center for Children and Families to 
host an Atonement Community Health Awareness Day for residents of Ward 7 
was impactful. NCCF Staff have created a You Tube video featuring components 
of the event. Feedback was parents was extremely positive and the overall 
sense was that the event was engaging. 

The Vestry Executive Board was exceptionally supportive of the efforts of the 
Community Outreach Director. Jackie Childs served as the Finance Director and 
a committee of one. 

Many collaborative partners that were present and instrumental in the success 
of our event include the following: 

• Medstar Ronald McDonald FITNESS Van provided Healthy eating 
games and health assessments for participants and their families.  

• Much to the delight of our participants and parents, AAMA 
provided a moon bounce. 

• DBH provided substance abuse prevention resources.  
• Audiologist from Chattering Children and The River School was 

equipped to provide hearing testing.  
• Georgia Little led the Food Preparation Team in preparing and 

serving 240 hamburgers, 250 hotdogs, cole slaw, baked beans, 
kernel corn and a fresh and healthy mixed greens salad.  

• Philip Little provided shuttle service to and from church and the 
event site and supported the logistics effort to deliver and return 
supplies and equipment. 

• Pat Marshall and David Warr ensured that the Food Pantry was well 
stocked with fresh vegetables. Robbyn and Eric Pookrum supported 
the distribution efforts for Ward 7 residents during the event. 

• Charles Allen and Scottie Harley manned the grill and seasoned 240 
hamburgers and 250 hotdogs to perfection. 

• Dr. Orlando Barker covered the distracted or under the influence of 
alcohol, marijuana or drugs driver/walker demonstration. 

• Dr. Neal captured the essence of the day with his photography 
skills. His work can be viewed on our website page. 
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• Metropolitan Police Department was present and equipped with a 
breathalyzer demonstration.  

• Martha’s Table was an added attraction to provide food 
demonstrations of a delicious chick pea salad and healthy recipes. 

• Participants of all ages enjoyed the Jump Rope Challenge. A Double-
Dutch Challenge was an unexpected attraction and will be added to 
next year’s agenda.  

• The #IloveMeDrugFree&Healthy Selfie Station captured the 
participants and hosts of the event.  It allowed for pictures to be 
emailed, tweeted or posted directly to Facebook.  

• DOH (DC Dept. of Health) provided drawstring backpacks and 
eyeglass cleaners for our event. 

• Phelps ACE Pep Band performed 3 musical selections that engaged 
the crowd.  Paul Childs led the drumline and video of their 
performance is on the Atonement website. 

• The East of the River Steel Band was scheduled to perform.  
Unfortunately, due to the weather conditions and difficulty to bring 
their van onto the performance site, they did not perform. 

• The Walking While Texting Demonstration reminded participants 
that this practice can have deadly results. 

• The committee applied for and was awarded $500 from Wegman’s.  
Funds were used to purchase 200 hot dogs, hamburger and hot dog 
buns, 25 cases of water, juice drinks, paper products, trash bags, 
aluminum foil, snacks.  All leftover items have been absorbed into 
Atonement’s kitchen and made available to Atonement 
organizations. Hamburger and hot dog buns were earmarked for 
Food Pantry distribution but, unfortunately, certain parishioners 
had other plans and removed these items. 

We anticipate that our newly established partnership with JC Nalle and NCCF 
will flourish. Their Parent Academy is prime real estate for recruitment for our 
Food Pantry, Christian education and employment ministry. 

Goal 1: Offer and promote the benefits of active membership in God’s Kingdom 
to all residents of our neighboring communities. 
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Progress toward implementation of Goal 1:  The Atonement Community Health 
Awareness Day established relationships with community leaders but especially 
those in Ward 7 surrounding JC Nalle ES and NCCF. 

Goal 2: Becoming familiar with the issues facing community residents on a daily 
basis, concentrating our service ministries in the neighborhoods where the 
targeted populations live. 

Progress toward implementation of Goal 2: The Community Outreach 
Committee will maintain dialogue with the administration of JC Nalle ES 
(Community School) and the National Center for Children and Families located 
within JC Nalle. NCCF has shared their current activities for students and their 
families to include Saturday School, a weekday food pantry, Parent Academy, 
GED Instruction, established Parent Outreach Coordinator and Harambe time. 

This newly established partnership will support Atonement’s community 
outreach goals and parallels with our Food Pantry, Christian Education, AYAEM 
programs to name a few.  to provide legal resources and services to low income 
individuals and families. Tentatively scheduled for November 17th, this 
opportunity may include hosting a Parent University session and/or present at 
their program. NCCF has taken an active role in preparation for this event and in 
support areas such as Advertising, Facilities Use, Logistics, Recruitment, 
Registration and Staff/Parent Volunteers. They are eager to attend our Church 
services and activities; graduate from our Job Readiness Training Sessions; and 
provide GED Instruction for graduates of our program.  

Goal 4: An equally important thrust of our outreach efforts will be an aggressive 
and continuous campaign to attract new members to our parish from the young 
families within the surrounding neighborhoods.  

Progress toward implementation of Goal 4: The Community Outreach 
Committee has established a collaborative partnership with NCCF, their 
Director, Lamont Geddis and his staff. They are eager to attend our Church 
services and activities; recruit and promote our Job Readiness Training Sessions; 
and provide GED Instruction for graduates of our program. More importantly, 
our Christian Education enrollment may need major restructuring to 
accommodate the inrush of young parishioners and their families. Our youth-
oriented programs such as Sunday School, Praise Dancers and spiritual 
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instruction towards baptism and confirmation will need to be established and 
advertised at this health event, i.e., times, requirements, Atonement contact 
information. Are we ready? 

Initially, the Atonement Community Health Awareness Day was an effort to raise 
awareness of substance abuse and educate the community on underage alcohol 
and marijuana abuse. Our participation in the strategic prevention framework is 
an ongoing collaboration providing assessment research, capacity building, 
program scope and planning, implementation and evaluation with completion 
by November 2018.  

CACPN team meetings are ongoing and held at Atonement.  

4. Progress toward 5 Year Goals: Estimated Strategic Planning Committee 
completion was 2018. Actual implementation of goal is on schedule.  

a. Goal 6.1.b:  Establish personal relationships with community leaders. 
b. Goal 6.2.d: Determine in what area(s) will Atonement be able to provide 

services to individuals and families. 
c. Goal 6.4.a: Partner with nonprofit service provider organizations in the 

communities to collectively increase the positive impact of our assistance 
efforts on the lives of the young families 

d. Goal 6.4.b: Expand our partnerships with youth-oriented community- 
based organizations 

5. Recommended modifications to specific Objectives: Actively provide a 
collaborative environment to support immediate program assessment, program 
implementation and evaluation for Creative Arts Community Prevention 
Network (CACPN) initiatives and further our affiliation with JC Nalle ES & NCCF.   
 

6. Request for resources or assistance:    Atonement support is ongoing to support 
continuing the Atonement Community Outreach events.  


